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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY
STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY
Published by News & Information Services

Convocation brings message of reaching goals
Messages offered to first-year students
during Convocation on August 24 focused
on identifying their goals and reaching out to
faculty to help them reach their potential.
President Thomas J. Haas’ opening
address to faculty and staff members
focused on his goals for the future
and support for higher education.
“Public attitudes toward higher education have
fallen into several unflattering buckets: it’s too
expensive; it takes too long; it’s not necessary;
it’s no longer a ticket to a great career; or that
we appear tone-deaf to economic trouble,”
said Haas. “I don’t believe that any of these
things is true. But many Michiganders do. So,
we must continue to remind them why higher
education is essential to the new Michigan
and worthy of their renewed support.”
Haas said “stability is the name of the game”
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Faculty and Staff Opening
Address.

toward graduation.

and the university
must continue to
be smart, nimble,
entrepreneurial and
accountable. He
said the university
should remain
accessible to the
well-qualified
students who
want a Grand
Valley degree, by
being affordable
and helping
students make
timely progress

He added that opportunities should increase for
relevant, hands-on learning through expanded
internships and off-campus engagement.
“Technology and on-line learning can be
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Convocation marked the formal start of the academic
year.

blended with our traditional format to produce
superior results. Provost Davis and her team
have doubled the number of online
continues on page 3

Across Campus
Sierra Club names Grand
Valley on ‘cool’ list
Grand Valley was named one of the country’s
greenest universities by Sierra Club, the largest
national grassroots environmental organization
in the U.S. The university placed 16th out of 96
schools, and is the highest-ranking Michigan
institution on the list, ahead of universities
such as Harvard and University of
California, Berkeley.
This is the first time Grand Valley is included
in the Sierra’s Club’s annual list of “Coolest
Schools,” a list that ranks schools that have a
strong commitment to environmental
improvement, are helping to solve climate
problems and are making significant efforts to
operate sustainably. Sierra Club has more than
1.4 million members and supporters nationwide.
The ranking was based on scores given to
universities that completed a questionnaire
on measurable environmental goals and
achievements, presented by Sierra Club,
Association for the Advancement of
Sustainability in Higher Education (AASHE),
Sustainable Endowments Institute (SE) and

Princeton Review. Grand Valley completed
the survey in 2011 and scored high in areas
of diversity and affordability, coordination
and planning, human resources, water
conservation, grounds and dining services.

CEC celebrates 40 years
The Children’s Enrichment Center at Grand
Valley is celebrating its 40th anniversary
by hosting a series of programs throughout
the fall semester.
Sharalle Arnold, director of the Children’s
Enrichment Center, said since its inception in
1972, the center has evolved from a large,
one-room facility to a traditional preschool.
“It is our belief that if we foster an early
learning environment that enables our families
to feel empowered, accepted and secure, we
will develop a community of engaged learners
excited about success,” said Arnold. “I am
proud to see our reach go beyond the center.”
The celebration will kick off with a birthday
party on Thursday, August 30, at 5 p.m. at the
center. RSVP online at www.gvsu.edu/child,
click on “Upcoming Events.” Other events are:
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The Children’s Enrichment Center will host a variety of
events to celebrate its 40th anniversary.

• Student Parent Success Brown Bag
luncheon, Wednesday, September 12, noon,
Kirkhof Center, room 1142. The event
will discuss issues related to current and
future student parents at Grand Valley.
• Legislative Luncheon, Wednesday, October
24, noon, Kirkhof Center, room 2266. The event
will be an opportunity for policy makers
to visit and discuss relevant issues important
to young children and families.
continues on page 2
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Across Campus
continued from page 1

Big History on campus

• Weight of the Nation, Thursday, November 1, 4 p.m., CEC. How communities can raise awareness about childhood obesity will be the main topic
of conversation.
• Holiday Party, Thursday, December 6, 5 p.m., CEC
Jessica Miranda-Bevier, assistant director of CEC, began at the center as
a graduate student 10 years ago and said the program has evolved tremendously. “I have not only witnessed changes in the physical structure of the
center, but the philosophy and mission have become more focused,” she
said.
For more information, call the center at x15437.

PIC hosts parents

Wondering about those big graphic panels erected throughout the
Allendale Campus Arboretum? Step up for a closer look and discover an
exhibit that provides a “Walk Through Time,” while illustrating how all
life is connected and interdependent.
The exhibition was brought to campus in conjunction with the inaugural
conference of the International Big History Association, which drew hundreds of international scholars, scientists and students to Grand Valley in
early August.
“Big History is an interdisciplinary approach to teaching and discovering
the connections between humans and the environment in World History;
a bridge between the humanities and sciences,” said Craig Benjamin, an
IBHA co-founder who has taught Big History for 16 years, the past nine at
Grand Valley. “The sort of problems humanity is facing now are on such a
massive scale, they can’t be solved with narrow perspectives.”
Microsoft founder Bill Gates provided funding to help start up and support efforts of the association, established in 2010, with headquarters in
the Brooks College of Interdisciplinary Studies. To learn more, visit www.
ibhanet.org.

New video shows off Grand Valley in
unique way
A new Grand Valley video, that plays off of the “I’m on a Boat” theme,
premiered August 22 to hundreds of new students during Transitions to
introduce them to the university.
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Padnos International Center staff members hosted an orientation for
parents of international students. The small group of parents visited
Frederik Meijer Gardens and Sculpture Park and met with senior
administrators during their weekend visit. More than 330 international
students will be on campus this semester.
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Students cheered while watching characters, including Louie the Laker,
dance to a parody of the popular Saturday Night Live music video. The
video was written, shot and produced by Grand Valley students and alumni, and includes cameos by well-known Grand Valley graduates and staff
members, including President Haas and Trustee Noreen Myers.
Student inspired and directed videos have become a tradition at Grand
Valley since the “Come Sail Away” Lipdub video in 2010.
continues on page 4

GVFaces
Eric Garvelink, Club
Sports coordinator
For Eric Garvelink, his passion for sports and
his personal experience as an athlete, official
and coach plays directly into his success as club
sports coordinator for the Office of Student Life.
Garvelink, originally from Byron Center,
graduated from Grand Valley in 2010 with a
bachelor’s degree in sports leadership. Last
year, he earned a master’s degree in education
and was offered his current position.
As club sports coordinator, Garvelink is
responsible for making the program run
smoothly. Garvelink oversees the more than
50 club sports organizations and 40-plus
part-time coaches on campus.
With approximately 1,500 students
participating in club sports, Garvelink said
the organization plays a key role in helping to
engage the complete student. “Students are
able to connect with others interested in the
same activities as them, meet new people, gain
valuable experiences and take part in a healthy
activity,” he said.
Garvelink said the best part about his job is
the positive feedback he receives when talking
with students. “The friends they have made,
their experiences on and off the field, and the

leadership abilities
they have developed
makes me feel
that I am a part of
a program that is
making a positive
impact on the lives
of students,” he said.
Garvelink said due
to the high level
of competition in
the last decade, the
Eric Garvelink
club sports program
also provides an
avenue for athletes to continue competing at a
professional level. Currently, a former women’s
rugby player is practicing with the U.S. team
for the World Rugby Cup, a former men’s
lacrosse player was drafted into the National
Lacrosse League, and a former rower competed
in the 2012 London Olympics and advanced
to the finals in the women’s pair event.
Even when he’s away from work, Garvelink
continues to stay active and said that sports
and physical activity play a large role in his
personal life as well. His favorite sports to
participate in are basketball and football, and
his favorite team to watch is the Detroit Lions.

FORUM | AUGUST 28, 2012

3

What’s Ahead
Art Gallery readies
new exhibits
New art exhibitions throughout Grand Valley’s
campuses will greet students, faculty and staff
members.
“Putting It All Together: A Collaboration
Between Ann Baddeley Keister, Patricia
Nelson, and Patricia Clark” is ongoing through
September
21. An
opening
reception
with the
artists will
be held on
Thursday,
September
6, from 5-7
p.m. in the
Performing
Arts Center,
Art Gallery.
The exhibition showcases contemporary,
mixed-media textile collage and jewelry
collaborations by Keister, associate professor of
art at Grand Valley, and Nelson,
professor of art at Ball State University. Also
included is written work by Clark, Grand
Valley’s poet-in-residence and professor
of writing.
Additional exhibitions:
• Hiroshige: 53 Stations of the Tokaido
Road: an exhibit of woodblock prints by
Japanese artist Ando Hiroshige (1797-1858)
is featured in the Kirkhof Center, Faculty/
Staff Dining Room, through April 29.
• Armand Merizon: Gifts and Works on Loan
from Bette and Bernon Young, an exhibition of
paintings by the Kalamazoo-born artist, is
ongoing through December 7, at the West Wall
Gallery, Eberhard Center.
• Mathias J. Alten (1871-1938), American
Impressionist: Celebrating New Gifts and the
George and Barbara Gordon Gallery Expansion,
opening September 15. A reception from 1-5
p.m. will provide the first look at new works
in the collection and the addition of a secondfloor to the gallery in Building E, DeVos Center.

• Grand Valley and Kingston University: 25
Years of Cultural and Educational Exchange
will be exhibited in the Red Wall Gallery, Lake
Ontario Hall, from September 24-October 31.
This exhibit of photographs from participants
celebrates the partnership, which began in 1987.
All exhibits are free and open to the public.
For more information call the Art Gallery at
x12563 or visit www.gvsu.edu/artscalendar.

Fall Arts Celebration
events set
Fall Arts Celebration is a highly popular and
much anticipated annual showcase for the arts
and humanities drawn from across the globe.
Six enriching events are planned for the fall
semester. All are open to the public with free
admission. Seats fill quickly; arrive early.
The opening night event set for Monday,
September 10, 8 p.m. in the Performing
Arts Center, Louis Armstrong Theatre, is a
performance by Music Department faculty
members, students and guest artists. “Music
for the ‘Era of Good Feelings’: Beethoven
in Federalist America,” celebrates the
bicentennial of the end of the War of 1812
and the new age of peace known as the
“Era of Good Feelings” in America with this
performance of iconic works by Beethoven.
• Distinguished Academic Lecturer Daniel
Mendelsohn, an award-winning writer, critic
and translator, will present “Medea on the
Jersey Shore: Tragedy
and the Crisis of Reality
in Contemporary
Culture,” Thursday,
September 20, 7 p.m.,
Eberhard Center. A
common element found
in his broad range of
interests and writings is
fresh insight about
contemporary culture as
influenced by his
Daniel Mendelsohn
scholarly training
as a classicist.
• “Forged in Metal: Deshi/Shihyou Mentee/
Mentor,” opens with a reception Thursday,
October 4, from 5-7 p.m., GVSU Art Gallery.

The exhibition is a showcase of exceptional
work selected from a group of contemporary
Japanese jewelry and metalsmithing students,
and their mentors, from Hiko Mizuno College
of Jewelry in Tokyo. The exhibition also
captures the artists’ expressions of cultural
identity and their appreciation for the
physicality of materials
and craft. The exhibition
will be on display
through November 2.
• “Poetry Night — An
Evening of Poetry and
Conversation with Nikky
Finney and B.H. Fairchild,”
Friday, October 19, 7 p.m.,
Eberhard Center, brings
two award-winning poets
noted as witnesses in
their work to regional
history and cultural issues.
Finney’s Head Off & Split,
was winner of the 2011
National Book Award for
Poetry. Fairchild received
the Arthur Rense Poetry
Prize by the American
Academy of Arts and
Letters in 2001 for
consistent excellence
over a long career.

B.H. Fairchild

Nikky Finney

• “The Baroque Splendor of Venice: Vivaldi’s
‘The Four Seasons’ in Dance,” is set for Monday,
October 22, 8 p.m., Performing Arts Center,
Louis Armstrong Theatre. In this iconic work,
Vivaldi portrays each season of the year
as unique – as does this performance by
celebrated violin soloist Rachel Barton Pine,
coupled with the athleticism of modern dance
by Thodos Dance Chicago. This new, multimedia interpretation is set by Shawn T Bible,
Grand Valley faculty-artist choreographer.
• “Amahl and the Night Visitors,” will be
performed Monday, December 3, 8 p.m.,
Fountain Street Church, Grand Rapids. It
concludes the Fall Arts Celebration 2012 with a
special holiday gift to the community
performed by Grand Valley faculty members,
students and guest artists.
For more information, visit www.
gvsu.edu/fallarts, or call x12180.

Convocation brings message of reaching goals
continued from page 1
courses in just five years. I suggest that
more of this is in our future,” he said.
Haas’ faculty and staff Opening Address
and the Convocation address are available
online at www.gvsu.edu/president.
Speaking to students at Convocation, Haas
told them to identify their dreams. “The
dream of how you will spend your educational
and professional lives may be unknown to
you; it may be revealed to you in time,” said
Haas. “There may be a professor who ignites
a passion, recognizes a gift. There may be
other students who see talents and abilities
that you haven’t fully explored or nurtured.
Student Senate President Jack Iott challenged
students to find their greatness. “You will
truly be a Laker if you are an active finder,”
he said. “How will you use what Grand

Valley offers to discover your greatness, to
make a difference? Find a way to connect
and participate. Find your place and you’ll
find your passion and path to greatness.”
Figen Mekik, chair of Faculty Senate and
associate professor of geology, encouraged
first-year students to think big. “You are our
future thinkers, creators and entrepreneurs.
You can lead us to a bright future,” said
Mekik. “Don’t lose the reality and wonder of
your dreams. Your dreams will fuel you.”
Provost Gayle R. Davis explained the academic
regalia worn by faculty which represent years
of study, effort and dedication to enriching
students, along with enriching their fields. She
said the beautiful and colorful costumes are
a reminder of a centuries-old tradition that
represents the pursuit of higher learning.
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Jack Iott, president of Student Senate.
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Mon., Aug. 27

Thurs., Aug. 30

8 a.m.: “Hiroshige: Stations of the Tokaido
Road,” by David Keister. Curated by the
winter 2012 Gallery Practicum Class. Art
Gallery. All week. Call x12563 for more
information.

7:30 a.m.: Downtown Toastmasters. University
Club Room, DEV. Visit www.gvsu.edu/
toastmasters for more information.

Wed., Aug. 29

Fri., Aug. 31

Noon: Allendale Toastmasters. 2201 KC. Visit
www.gvsu.edu/toastmasters for more
information.

4:30 p.m.: Women’s soccer hosts University
of Indianapolis vs. Ferris State
University

Sports

7 p.m.: Women’s soccer hosts Armstrong
Atlantic University

Sun., Sept. 2
11 a.m.: Women’s soccer hosts Armstrong
Atlantic State University vs. Ferris State
University
1:30 p.m.: Women’s soccer hosts University
of Indianapolis

Faculty and Staff Sketches
In the News
Sheldon Kopperl, professor of biomedical
sciences and liberal studies, was a panelist for a
WGVU-TV program, “Ask the Religious
Experts,” discussing the 2012 Year of
Interfaith Understanding.
Kate Remlinger, professor of English, was
interviewed by WLUC-TV in Marquette for a
story about dialects in the Upper Peninsula.
Terry Pahl, engineer for Facilities Services,
was interviewed by WXMI-TV for a story
about energy conservation at the university.

Sketches
Dawn Hart, assistant professor of cell and

molecular biology, received a grant from the
National Science Foundation for a project,
“RUI: Elucidating Regulatory Mechanisms for
Bridging the Contractile Ring with the Cellular
Membrane in Fission Yeast Cytokinesis.”
Peimin Ni, professor of philosophy, gave
a presentation, “From Rhodes to Nishan –
Reflections on Dialogue of Civilizations in
the Past Ten Years,” at the Second Nishan
Forum on World Civilizations in China.
The Michigan Small Business and Technology
Development Center received a grant
from the Michigan Economic Development
Corporation for small business consulting
and business workshops in Berrien, Cass, Van
Buren, Monroe and St. Clair counties.

Mary Schutten, professor of movement
science, wrote an article, “Have You Considered
High School Peer Health Educators?”
published in the summer issue of the Michigan
Association for Health, Physical Education,
Recreation, and Dance Journal.
The Office of Conference and Event Planning
received One-Stop-Shop Certification for the
second time from the Association of Collegiate
Conference and Event Directors-International.
Steve Schlicker, professor of mathematics,
began a two-year term as part of the
leadership team of Project NExT, a nationwide
professional development program for faculty
interested in improving the teaching and
learning of undergraduate mathematics.

Across Campus
continued from page 2
Traditions at the university are one way students learn that they are Lakers for a lifetime,
beginning with their first year and continuing
on after graduation.
The video was created with support from
Grand Valley News and Information Services
and Cuppy Productions.
Watch the video on YouTube by searching
“Laker for a Lifetime.”

Learning, living house
focuses on women’s
leadership
Topics central to a woman’s leadership development is the focus of a new academic living
and learning community at Grand Valley.
The Women’s Leadership House, located in the
VanSteeland Living Center, is the result of a
continuing collaboration between the Women’s
Center and Women and Gender Studies
Program. It will provide leadership and developmental opportunities for students who have a
common interest in women and gender studies
and social justice.

Nearly 30 students from different years and
majors celebrated their new home for the
academic year during an orientation session
August 21 at the Women’s Center.
Jo Ann Wassenaar, associate director of the
Women’s Center, said one goal of the new
community is to help students feel more connected to the university through a peer mentorship program and engagement in community
service.
Julia Mason, assistant professor of women
and gender studies and faculty director for the
house, said programs and events for students
living in the house will focus on fostering civic
engagement, cultural awareness, leadership
principles and skill development.
The Women’s Leadership House joins other
learning and living communities at Grand
Valley, including the Women In Science and
Engineering Program (WISE), Art House,
Honors College, International House and
Movement Science House.

Campus community
helps students move-in
President Thomas J. Haas and his wife Marcia
greeted students and handed out ice cream
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President Haas and wife Marcia at Move-In Week.

during Move-In Week on August 22.
Trustee Noreen Myers volunteered at Niemeyer
Living Center, and hundreds of faculty, staff
members, students and alumni volunteered
throughout the week.
More than 5,900 students moved into living
centers on the Allendale and Pew Grand Rapids
campuses.
Watch a timelapse video of Move-In Week
on Grand Valley’s YouTube channel at
www.youtube.com/gvsu.

